Expression of the ras oncogene in gynecologic tumors.
Control of oncogene expression has been shown to be a coordinated regulatory mechanism in normal growth and development. Overt expression of these genes also has been noted in transformed or neoplastic cell types. The ras family of oncogenes has been shown to be particularly evident among genes expressed in malignant tissues. We provide evidence, using ribonucleic acid dot analysis and Western blot analysis of gynecologic tumor extracts, that ras expression may be a common occurrence in these malignancies. Furthermore, the ras-related peptides can be detected in sera of some patients with tumors.